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106 Jefferson Ave SE 
Orange City 
Iowa  51041 

(712) 737-6446 
ledman@nwciowa.edu 

 
 EDUCATION: 
 
Ph.D., 2002, Educational Psychology--Cognition and Learning, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 

 
M.A., 1985, Counseling Psychology, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Indiana 
 
M.A., 1984, English Literature, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Indiana 
 
B.A. magna cum laude, 1981, Luther College, Decorah, Iowa  
Majors: English Literature, Classical Languages 

 
 POSITIONS HELD: 
 
Research Professor of Psychology, Northwestern College, 2023--; Emeritus Professor of Psychology, 
Northwestern College, 2023--; Professor, 2008-2023; Northwestern College Professor of Psychology (endowed 
chair), 2011--2016; Associate Professor, 2003-2008, Northwestern College, Orange City, Iowa.  Duties: Teach 
courses in psychology, advise students academically and vocationally, serve as Associate Director of Honors 
(2005-2011), serve on committees of the college.  Department Chair: 2006—2009; 2011—2012; 2022--; 
 
Associate Director of the University Honors Program, Iowa State University of Science and Technology, 2002-
2003.  Duties: Direct the Freshman Honors Program, assist in the development of honors curricula and in 
oversight of the university honors program, teach honors courses, advise and mentor honors students, and 
serve on committees of the university. 
 
Instructor of Psychology and English, and Honors Advisor, Luther College, Decorah, Iowa, 1995-1997. Duties: 
Teach courses in the Psychology and English departments, teach in the honors program and advise the first and 
second-year honors students, supervise senior major theses, direct student research teams, supervise grant 
applications, serve on committees of the college. 
 
Honors Program Director, Waldorf College, Forest City, Iowa, 1989-1995. Duties: Develop and administer the 
honors program at Waldorf College--recruit students and faculty, create and teach interdisciplinary honors 
courses, produce PR materials, establish requirements, advise honors students, plan special events on and off 
campus, establish and plan study trips abroad, supervise grant applications, and oversee the daily operations of 
the program. 
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Associate Professor of Psychology and English, Waldorf College, Forest City, Iowa, 1994-95; Associate Professor 
of English, 1993-94; Assistant Professor of English, 1988-1993. Duties: Teach a variety of courses in psychology, 
composition, communications, and literature; advise students academically and vocationally, and serve on 
committees of the college.  
 

GRANTS AND HONORS: 
 

Templeton Religion Trust Award ($234,313), “Pro-social effects of religious ritual in faith communities: Lessons 
from the Cognitive Science of Religion,” Principle investigator. 2023-2025.  

Faculty Excellence in Faith and Learning Award, Northwestern College, 2023. 
The Blankemeyer Foundation Grant ($239,077), Project Consultant, “Conversations in Community: Faith and 

Science, Faith in Science, and Science of Faith” 2018-2019. 
Invited Participant, “Beyond the Ivory Tower: A Workshop for Scholars on Writing for the Public.” Three -day 

workshop sponsored by the John Templeton Foundation. New York, NY. 
Templeton Religion Trust Award ($217,000), “Resourcing Christian Faith: Lessons from the Cognitive Science of 

Religion,” Principle investigator. 2017-2019. 
Northwestern Endowed Research Fellowship ($9,500), Northwestern College, 2017. 
Visiting Scholar in Science and Religion: Scholarship & Christianity in Oxford. Oxford, England.  2015-2016. 
Grant Reviewer, Biologos Foundation Grants program, Evolution and Christian Faith, 2012-2013. 
Invited participant, the Cognitive Science of Religion and Christianity Seminar (with Justin Barrett), Calvin 

College, Grand Rapids, MI, 2011-2013. 
Summer Research Grant, to support research in CSR and theological concepts, Northwestern College, 2013  
Endowed Chair: Northwestern College Professor of Psychology, awarded 2011. 
Teaching Excellence/ Faculty of the Year award, Northwestern College, 2008-2009; 2017-2018. 
Summer Research Grant recipient, to support research on epistemological development, Northwestern College, 

2007. 
Summer Research Grant recipient, to support research on emotional intelligence and culture, Northwestern 

College, 2006. 
Lilly-funded grant for developing Vocare-infused courses, to revise senior capstone curriculum to address 

issues of faith and vocation, Northwestern College, 2005. 
Summer Research Grant recipient, to write and support research in critical thinking, Northwestern College, 

2004. 
Honors Faculty Member of the Year, 2002-2003: an award given by the Honors Student Board of Iowa State 

University. 
University of Minnesota Dissertation Year Fellowship: a fellowship awarded by the U. of Minnesota to select 

graduate students who show exceptional promise, 2001-2002. 
University of Minnesota Dissertation Special Grant: a grant awarded by the U. of Minnesota to select graduate 

students who are working on exceptional dissertations, 2001-2002. 
College of Education and Human Development Haugen Scholarship: a scholarship awarded to a graduate 

student who combines excellent teaching with scholarship, 2001. 
College of Education and Human Development Advanced Study Student Scholarship: a scholarship given to an  
 advanced graduate student recognized as having the potential to make a significant contribution to  
 education, University of Minnesota, April 1999. 
Eva O. Miller Graduate Fellowship: an endowed fellowship for one graduate student per year in the social  
 sciences doing research in measurement and evaluation, University of Minnesota, 1999-2000. 
Member, Phi Kappa Phi International Honors Society, April, 1999. 
Merwin Graduate Assistantship: an endowed assistantship for one graduate student per year doing research in  
 measurement and evaluation, University of Minnesota, 1998-1999. 
Departmental Fellowship: University of Minnesota Psychological Foundations of Education fellowship to work  
 toward a Ph.D. in the program, 1997-1998. 
Evangelical Lutheran Church College Faculty Growth Study Grant, to study in the University of Minnesota 

Psychological Foundations of Education Program, 1997. 
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1995 Professor of the Year, presented by the students of Waldorf College. 
Evangelical Lutheran Church College Faculty Growth Study Grant, to do research and study at the Center for 

Excellence in Critical Thinking, Sonoma State, CA, 1994. 
Fullbright-Hays/Lutheran Educational Conference of North America Study Grant to Eastern Europe, summer 

1992. 
Honorary Member, Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society of the Two Year College, 1991. 
Evangelical Lutheran Church College Faculty Growth Study Grant, to do research at the Newberry Library, 

Chicago, 1989. 
President's Award for Outstanding Graduating Senior, Luther College, 1981. 
 

PUBLICATIONS: 
 

Bankard, J., Dong, D. P., Smith, E. I., Cohen, D., Bruininks, P., Edman, L. R. O., Witvliet, C. V. O., and Johnstone, 
B. (2022). The interaction between forgiveness and resentment in mental health outcomes: Two sides of 
the same coin? Religion, Brain, and Behavior. DOI 10.1080/2153599X.2022.2147985 

Edman, L., & Penner, M. (2022). Lived faith and cognitive intuitions: Some theological implications of the 
cognitive science of religion.” In Barrett, J. L., Ed. The Oxford Handbook of the Cognitive Science of Religion.  
Oxford University Press. 

Yoon, D. P., Bruininks, P., Smith, E. I., Witvliet, C. V. O., Cohen, D., Edman, L. R. O., Bankard, J., Little, K., & 
Johnstone, B. (2022). The relationships between positive character traits, virtues, and health. Social Work 
& Christianity, 49(2), 135-163. DOI https://doi.org/10.34043/swc.v49i2.188 

Smith, E. I., Yoon, D. P., Bruininks, P., Witvliet, C., Cohen, D., Edman, L., Bankard, J., & Johnstone, B.  
 (2021). Relationships between psychometrically distinct BMMRS factors and mental health  
 among college students. Mental Health, Religion, & Culture. DOI: 10.1080/13674676.2021.1871596 
Johnstone, B., Bruininks, P., Smith, E. I., Yoon, D. P., Cohen, D., Edman, L., Bankard, J., & Witvliet, C. V. O. 

(2020) Conceptualizing spirituality and religion as psychological processes: Validation of the factor 
structure of the BMMRS. Mental Health, Religion & Culture. DOI: 10.1080/13674676.2020.1793311 

Kundert, C., & Edman, L. R. O. (2017). Promiscuous teleology: From childhood through adulthood and from 
West to East. In Hornbeck, R. G., Barrett, J. L., & Kang, M., eds., Homo Religiosus and the Dragon: Religious 
cognition in China. Springer. 

Yonker, J. E., Edman, L. R. O., Cresswell, J., & Barrett, J. L. (2016). Primed analytic thought and religiosity: The 
importance of individual characteristics. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality, 8(4), 298-308. 

Edman, L. R. O., Feenstra, J. S., & Jackson, A. L. (2016). Integration in undergraduate psychology: Goals and 
assessment. Journal of Psychology and Christianity, 35(2), 137-147. 

Edman, L. (2015). Applying the science of faith: The cognitive science of religion and Christian practice. Journal 
of Psychology and Christianity, 34, 238-249. 

Edman, L. (2008). Are they ready yet? Developmental issues in teaching thinking.  In D. S. Dunn, J. Halonen, & 
R. Smith, (Eds.), Teaching Critical Thinking in Psychology: A Handbook of Best Practices.  Boston: Wiley-
Blackwell, 35-48. 

Edman, L, (2007). Are they ready yet? Epistemological development and critical thinking. In B. K. Saville, T. E.  
Zinn, S. A. Meyers, & J. R. Stowell (Eds.), Essays from e-xcellence in teaching, 2007 (chap. 1). The Society  
for the Teaching of Psychology.  

Edman, L. (2006). Are they ready yet? Epistemological development and critical thinking pedagogy.  E-xcellence 
in Teaching E-Journal.  Society for the Teaching of Psychology.   January 2006, v. 8. 

Edman, L. R. O., & Edman, S. O., (2005). Emotional intelligence and the honors student. Journal of the National 
Collegiate Honors Council, 5, 15-24.   

Edman, L., Bart, W., Robey, J., & Silverman, J. (2004). Psychometric analysis of the Minnesota Test of Critical 
Thinking. Psychological Reports, 95, 3-9. 

Edman, L., Robey, J., & Bart, W. (2002). Critical thinking, belief bias, epistemological assumptions, and the 
Minnesota Test of Critical Thinking. Resources in Education, ED 469162, ERIC clearinghouse number 
TM033831.  

Edman, L. (2000). Conclusions. In Clark, L., & Fuiks, C. (Eds.), Teaching and Learning in Honors. Radford, VA:  

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.34043%2Fswc.v49i2.188&data=05%7C01%7Cpbruininks%40whitworth.edu%7Ca28959a5ae37430a5dca08da89c987e8%7C96bbb0f085184af98f7119d77f21744f%7C0%7C0%7C637973796246592622%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9gH5ZPdN4lcFfYPGox9mlFa%2BVajp4CaxApJsbPk86YM%3D&reserved=0___.YXAzOm53Y2lvd2E6YTpvOjZhYjEwZWY1MmQyNmQxZmY0NmM0ZGVlNjFjYzVhOTdmOjY6YzA3MDo2MzhlZTlmZjEwNzUzZmFlMmE2ZDBjZjA1ODI4MmFjMjYxNTIwOWIyYTU3YmQxZjU4ZDQ1NDc4ODhmMGRlNTFhOmg6VA
https://doi.org/10.1080/13674676.2020.1793311
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The National Collegiate Honors Council, 103-112. 
Edman, L. (2000). Teaching critical thinking in the honors classroom. In Clark, L., & Fuiks, C. (Eds.),  Teaching 

and Learning in Honors. Radford, VA: The National Collegiate Honors Council, 45-64. 
Bart, W., Edman, L., Robey, J., Silverman, J. (2000). The Minnesota Test of Critical Thinking: Development, 

analysis, and critical issues. Resources in Education, ED454248, ERIC Clearinghouse number TM032851. 
Edman, L. (Ed.). (1998). Thinking about thinking: Proceedings of the Small College Honors Committee Symposium. 

Radford, VA: The National Collegiate Honors Council. 
Edman, L. (1996). Teaching Teachers to teach Thinking. The National Honors Report 16, 9-12. 
Edman, L. (December 1994). Keeping Promises. The Rose 1, 2-3. 
Edman, L. (1993). Truth or Consequences: Political Correctness and Postmodernism. Inquirere Journal 2, 1-7. 
Edman, L. (Dec/Jan 1991-2). Two-Year Colleges and Academic Excellence: Not a Contradiction in Terms. 

Community, Technical, and Junior College Journal 62, 25-28. 
Edman, L. (1991). Homily XVIII and Homily XIX. In Nicholson, L., (Ed.), The Vercelli Book Homilies: Translations 

from the Anglo-Saxon. New York: University Press of America, 117-132. 
Edman, L. (1991). Inquirere: A Model for Independent Study in a Small Two-Year College. The National Honors 

Report, 12, 22-24. 
 

 PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Edman, L., (July 25, 2023). Science for Ministry: Ritual in spiritual practice with Laird Edman. Science for the  

Church Newsletter, https://scienceforthechurch.org/2023/07/25/psychology-for-ministry-ritual-in-
 spiritual-practice-with-laird-edman/ 
Edman, L. (2023). Once more, with feeling: The ubiquity of religious ritual in meaning making. Invited address.  

Religious Faith and Meaning-Making Conference. LCC International University, Klaipeda, Lithuania. 
Edman, L. (May 30, 2023). All About Ritual. You Have Permission podcast hosted by Dan Koch, Podcasts.  

Apple. https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/all-about-ritual-191/id1448000113?i=1000615034759 
Edman, L. (Jan. 16, 2023). Psychology for theology and ministry: Ritual. Podcast hosted by Sarey Concepcion 

Martin, Blueprint 1543 Podcasts. Apple. 
Edman, L. & Penner, M. (Aug. 5, 2021). Interdisciplinary adventures in the cognitive science of religion. Podcast 

hosted by Sarey Concepcion Martin, Blueprint 1543 Podcasts. Apple. 
Edman, L., Paauw, H., Lamansky, T., Behr, N., Hop, N., Rogers, J., Haverdink, A., & Painter, A. (2021).  
 Coping during the time of COVID: Mental health and changes in religious practices. The 129th 

 Annual Convention of the American Psychological Association, Virtual Conference. 
Edman, L., Paauw, H., Mills, C., Lamansky, T., Behr, N., Daun, A., Husbands, E., Hop, N., Rogers, J., &  
 Haverdink, A. (2021). Religious intuitions, theory of mind, and supernatural experience. Midwest  
 Psychological Association Annual Meeting, Virtual Conference. 
Edman, L., and Penner, M. (2019). The Cognitive Science of Religion, Ritual, and Christian Liturgy. Invited  
 presentation to the faculty and students of Western Theological Seminary, Holland, MI, 
Edman, L., and Penner, M. (2019). The Cognitive Science of Religion, Theory of Mind, and Christian Prayer. 

Invited presentation to the faculty and students of Hope College, Holland, MI.  
Edman, L., and Penner, M. (2019). The Cognitive Science of Religion, Ritual, and Christian Liturgy.  

Invited presentation to staff, faculty, and students at the Calvin Institute for Christian Worship,  
Calvin University, Grand Rapids, MI. 

Edman, L., Boote, P., Husbands, E., Lamansky, L., Muilenburg, R., Paauw, H., & Swain, B. (2019). Intuitions 
about God and Satan: The relationship of mentalizing and imagination with the experience of  
supernatural good and evil. The 31st Annual Convention of the Association for Psychological Science,  
Washington, D. C. 

Edman, L., Boote, P., Husbands, E., Lamansky, T., Muilenburg, R., Paauw, H., Swain, B. (2019). Is the devil  
 more intuitive than god? Intuitive thinking, mentalizing, and the experience of supernatural agents. The  
 Society for the Psychology of Religion and Spirituality Annual Meeting, Bowling Green, OH. 
Harris, K., Hood, R., Park, C., Milstein, G., Exline, J., & Edman, L. (2019). Teaching the Psychology of Religion 

and Spirituality: Recommendations from experience. The Society for the Psychology of Religion and  

https://scienceforthechurch.org/2023/07/25/psychology-for-ministry-ritual-in-
https://scienceforthechurch.org/2023/07/25/psychology-for-ministry-ritual-in-
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Spirituality Annual Meeting, Bowling Green, OH.  
Edman, L., Dykstra, E., Boote, P., Husbands, E., Lamansky, T., Muilenburg, R., Paauw, H., Swain, B. (2019).  
 Theory of mind, absorption, and analytic thinking: Predicting religiosity and religious experience. The 

International Convention of Psychological Science, Paris, France.  
Edman, L. (August, 2018). Theory of mind, imagination, and the experience of god (paper presentation). The 7th  

bi-annual Conference of the International Association for the Cognitive Science of Religion, Boston, MA. 
Dykstra, E., Edman, L., De Ruyter, H., Muilenburg, R., Kjer, V., Boote, P., & Schaefer, E. (2018). Theory of mind,  
 empathy, absorption, and mysticism: Predictors or religiosity and prayer intimacy? The 126th Annual  
 Convention of the American Psychological Association, San Francisco, CA.  
Edman, L, & Edman, S. (2018). Giving Psychology Away: Applying the Psychology of Religion and Spirituality 

in Faith Communities. Symposium organizers and co-chairs. The 126th Annual Convention of the  
American Psychological Association, San Francisco, CA.  

Edman, L. (2018). The cognitive science of religion applied: Implications for faith-based settings. The 126th  
 Annual Convention of the American Psychological Association, San Francisco, CA.  
Edman, L., Dykstra, E., Sietstra, C., Townsend, M., Harder, R., Kundert, C., De Ruyter, H., Muilenburg, R., Kjer,  
 V., Boote, P., Schaefer, E. (2018). Theory of mind, mysticism, and absorption: Relationships with the  
 experience of god. Symposium on Future Direction on the Evolution of Rituals, Beliefs, and the  
 Religious Minds. Erice, Siciliy.  
Edman, L. (2018). Symposium on the Scientific Study of Religion and Lived Faith: Collision and Collusion.  
 Symposium organizer. The Canadian Scientific and Christian Affiliation Annual Conference, Langley,  
 British Columbia. 
Edman, L. & Penner, M. (2018).  The Cognitive Science of Religion applied. The Canadian Scientific and  
 Christian Affiliation Annual Conference, Langley, British Columbia. 
Edman, L., (2018).  Applications of the Cognitive Science of Religion in faith-based settings. Society for the  
 Psychology of Religion and Spirituality Annual Conference, Riverside, CA. 
Edman, L., Dykstra, E., Kjer, V., Muilenburg, R., DeRuyter, H., and Schaffer, E. (2018). Mentalizing, mysticism,  
 absorption, and the experience of god. Society for the Psychology of Religion and Spirituality Annual 

Conference, Riverside, CA. 
Edman, L. (2017). Mentalizing, prayer experiences, and agentic evil: Cross-cultural evidence. The International  
 Association for the Psychology of Religion Annual Conference, Hamar, Norway. 
Edman, L. (2017). The Cognitive Science of Religion, culture, and individual differences: Examining the  
 boundaries of the theory—Symposium Organizer and Respondent. The International Association for  
 the Psychology of Religion Annual Conference, Hamar, Norway. 
Edman, L. (2017). Theory of mind and the experience of supernatural agents. The 125th Annual Convention of  
 the American Psychological Association, Washington, D.C. 
Edman, L. (2017). Current directions in the Cognitive Science of Religion—Symposium Organizer. The 125th  
 Annual Convention of the American Psychological Association, Washington, D.C.  
Edman, L, Sietstra, C., Townsend, M., Harder, R., Kundert, C., De Ruyter, H., Muilenburg, R., & Kjer, V. (2017).  
 Mentalizing, personal prayer, the presence of god, and evil. The 29th Annual Convention of the  
 Association for Psychological Science, Boston, MA.  
Edman, L. (2017). Is religion a human construct? What the cognitive science of religion can tell us about faith.  
 Science and Faith Fellowship Lecture, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL. 
Coulter-Kern, M., Coulter-Kern, R., Martynowicz, M., & Edman, L. (2017). Rethinking the college student  
 experience from the students’ perspective. Midwest Psychological Association Annual Meeting,  
 Chicago, Il.  
Edman, L. (2017). Applications of the Cognitive Science of Religion in faith-based settings (or, can Boyer be  
 baptized?). Society for the Psychology of Religion and Spirituality Midyear Conference, Chattanooga,  
 TN. 
Lesage, K., Richert, R. A., & Edman, L. R. O. (2017). Do you let Jesus take the wheel? Locus of control and  
 religiosity. Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual Convention, San Antonio, TX.  
Edman, L., Sietstra, C., Lesage, K., Kundert, C., & Vermeer, J. (2016).  Theory of mind, divine intimacy, and the  

experience of agentic evil. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion 2016 Annual Conference, Atlanta, 
GA. 
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Edman, L., & Vermeer, J. (2016). Mentalizing, the felt presence of god, and belief in agentic evil. International 
Association of the Cognitive Science of Religion 6th Bi-annual Conference, Vancouver, BC. 

Edman, L., Chambers, H., Harder, R., Kundert, C., Sietstra, C., Townsend, M., Vermeer, J., & Wiggers, T. 
(2016). Mentalizing, theory of mind, and personal prayer. The 28th Annual Convention of the 
Association for Psychological Science, Chicago, IL.  

Edman, L.  (2016). The cognitive science of religion and Christian practice: Prayer, worship, and the  
 science of faith. Southern California American Scientific Affiliation Annual Conference.   
 Pasadena, CA. 
Edman, L., Vermeer, J., Chambers, H., Wiggers, T. (2015).  Mentalizing and prayer: The relationship of theory of  
 mind and knowing a personal god. The Society for the Scientific Study of Religion 2015 Annual  
 conference, Newport Beach, CA. 
Edman, L., Feenstra, J., & Jackson, A. (2015). How are we doing? Teaching and assessing integration in CCCU  
 Psychology departments. The Christian Association for Psychological Studies Annual Conference,  
 Denver, CO. 
Edman, L., Yonker, J., Cresswell, J., & Barrett, J. (2015). Priming analytic thinking and its effect on religious and  
 science beliefs. The First International Conference on Psychological Science, Amsterdam.   
Edman, L., (2014). Abstract theological concepts and counter-intuitive memory: Testing Boyer and Barrett. The  

Society for the Scientific Study of Religion 2014 Annual conference, Indianapolis, IN. 
Edman, L., McConnel, K., Muilenburg, R., Rowenhorst, R., Eick, K., Geir, S., Repp, C., Stoesz, E., & Walburg, N.  
 (2014). Counterintuitiveness and memory for theological concepts.  The 26th Annual Convention of the 

Association for Psychological Science, San Francisco, CA. 
Edman, L., (2014). The faithful brain: Using the science of faith in our faith practice. Psychology and Spiritual  
 Formation: The 3rd Annual Conference of The Center for Christian Thought, La Mirada, CA. 
Edman, L., (2014). Is this stuff even Christian? Current research in the Cognitive Science of Religion.  The  
 Christian Association for Psychological Studies Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA. 
Edman, L., (2014). Can we measure this? Assessing integration in CCCU Psychology departments.  
 The Christian Association for Psychological Studies Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA. 
Edman, S., Wolthuizen, A., & Edman, L., (2014). Personality and religious coping as predictors of 

posttraumatic stress in emergency responders. The Christian Association for Psychological Studies 
Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA. 

Edman, L., McConnel, K., Maurer, D., et al., (2013). Just weird enough? Counter intuitiveness and the memory 
of theological concepts. The Society for the Scientific Study of Religion annual conference, Boston, MA. 

Yonker, J., & Edman, L. (2013). Priming analytical thinking does not diminish religious belief. Presented at Is  
 Christianity Natural? Evolutionary and Cognitive Science Perspectives, Seattle, WA.  
Edman, L., & McConnel, K. (2013). Measuring counter-intuitiveness in abstract theological concepts: A bridge  

too far? Presented at Is Christianity Natural? Evolutionary and Cognitive Science Perspectives, Seattle, 
WA.  

McConnel, K, & Edman, L. (2013). The intrusion of intuitive concepts in an online processing task:  The  
 Theological Correctness effect. The Midwest Psychological Association annual meeting, Chicago, IL. 
Maurer, D., Edman, L., et al., (2013). Too weird or just weird enough? The effects of counter-intuitiveness on  
 theological concepts. The Midwest Psychological Association annual meeting, Chicago, IL. 
Bohr, C., & Edman, L. (2011).  Personality and goal orientation as predictors of critical thinking and  

epistemological beliefs. The 23rd Annual Convention of the Association of Psychological Science, 
Washington, D.C. 

 for Psychological Science, Boston, MA. 
Edman, L. (2006). Knowing about knowing: Issues in Epistemological development for the classroom.  Invited  

keynote speech, Iowa Teachers of Psychology Annual Conference, Pella, IA. 
Edman, L. (2003). A few nuts and bolts for teaching thinking. The 38th Annual Conference of the National  
 Collegiate Honors Council, Chicago, IL. 
Edman, L. (2003). Emotional intelligence and honors students: a distinguishing characteristic? The 38 th Annual  
 Conference of the National Collegiate Honors Council, Chicago, IL. 
Edman, L., Robey, J., & Bart, W. (2003). Assessing critical thinking: The Minnesota Test of Critical Thinking,  
 epistemological development, and thinking bias. The 84th Annual Meeting of the American Educational  
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 Research Association, Chicago, IL. 
Edman, L. (2002). Teaching for thinking in the honors classroom. The 37th Annual Conference of the National  
 Collegiate Honors Council, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Edman, S., & Edman, L. (2002). Measuring emotional intelligence: Does the MSCEIT measure up? 110 th Annual  
 Convention of the American Psychological Association, Chicago, IL. 
Edman, L., Robey, J., & Bart, W. (2002). Critical thinking, belief bias, epistemological assumptions, and the  
 Minnesota Test of Critical Thinking. The 83rd Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research  
 Association, New Orleans, LA. 
Edman, L. (2001). Teaching thinking: The state of the art. 36th Annual Conference of the National Collegiate  
 Honors Council, Chicago, IL. 
McDorman, K., Willerton, C., Edman, L., Mass, M., & McCombs, V. (2001). A symposium on honors issues at  
 private colleges and universities. 36th Annual Conference of the National Collegiate Honors Council,  
 Chicago, IL. 
Clark, L., Edman, L., Crockett, L., West, R., & Gillison, L. (2001). An open forum on honors teaching based on  
 the Teaching and Learning in Honors monograph. 36th Annual Conference of the National Collegiate  
 Honors Council, Chicago, IL. 
Robey, J., Edman, L., & Bart, W. (2001). The structure of critical thinking and the Minnesota Test of Critical  
 Thinking.  13th Annual Convention of the American Psychological Society, Toronto. 
Edman, L., Bart, W., Robey, J., & Silverman, J. (2000). A new test of critical thinking skills and dispositions. 108th  
 Annual Convention of the American Psychological Association, Washington, D.C. 
Edman, S., Edman, L., Lee, J., Spear, S., Rommelfanger, S., Kershner, S., & Ellerbusch, M. (2000). Relating  
 emotional intelligence to life satisfaction, depression, major, and sex. 108th Annual Convention of the  
 American Psychological Association, Washington, D.C. 
Bart, W., Edman, L., Robey, J., & Silverman, J. (2000). An analysis of the Minnesota Test of Critical Thinking.  
 12th Annual Convention of the American Psychological Society, Miami Beach, FL. 
Edman, S., & Edman, L. (2000). Factor analytic support for testing emotional intelligence using the MEIS-short  
 form. 12th Annual Convention of the American Psychological Society, Miami Beach, FL. 
Edman, L. (1998). Assessing critical thinking in the classroom and across the program. 33rd Annual Convention  
 of the National Collegiate Honors Council, Chicago, IL. 
Edman, S., Edman, L, Lee, J., Rommelfanger, S., Spear, S. (1998). The measurement of emotional intelligence and  
 predictions of honors involvement. 106th Annual Convention of the American Psychological  
 Association, San Francisco, CA. 
Edman, L. (1997). Thinking about thinking. (Chair) Small College Honors Committee Symposium, 32nd Annual  
 Convention of the National Collegiate Honors Council, Atlanta, GA. 
Edman, L. (1997). Structuring the honors curriculum. Developing in Honors panel, 32nd Annual Convention of  
 the National Collegiate Honors Council, Atlanta, GA. 
Edman, L. (1997). Teaching thinking in the honors classroom. Upper Midwest Honors Council Conference,  
 Decatur, IL. 
Edman, L., & Edman, S. (1997). All I really want. Keynote speech, Awareness Day Convocation, Waldorf  
 College, Forest City, IA. 
Edman, S., & Edman, L. (1997). Waiting, Dating, and Mating. Relationship workshops, Awareness Day, Waldorf  
 College, Forest City, IA. 
Edman, L. (1996). Outsmarting IQ? Reflective intelligence, metacognition, and honors education. 31st Annual  
 Convention of the National Collegiate Honors Council, San Francisco, CA. 
Edman, L. (1996). Faithful honors: Honors in the religiously-affiliated college or university. Panel chair, 31st  
 Annual Convention of the National Collegiate Honors Council, San Francisco, CA. 
Edman, L. (1996). Emotional intelligence: Concepts and implications for honors education. 31st Annual  
 Convention of the National Collegiate Honors Council, San Francisco, CA. 
Edman, L. (1996). Ethnic Identity and Nationalism in Eastern Europe. 1996 Conference of Scholars, sponsored  
 by the Eastern European Institute of Waldorf College. Planner and convener. Forest City, IA. 
Edman, L. (1996). The reasons for teaching thinking. Faculty banquet keynote speech, Radford University,  
 Radford, VA. 
Edman, L. (1996). The purposes of honors education. Faculty seminar, St. Scholastica College, Duluth, MN. 
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Edman, L. (1996). Teaching critical thinking in psychology courses. Eighteenth Annual Institute on the Teaching  
 of Psychology, St. Petersburg Beach, FL. 
Edman, L. (1995). Teaching teachers to teach thinking. 30th Annual Convention of the National Collegiate  
 Honors Council, Pittsburgh, PA. 
Edman, L. (1994). Critical thinking models and pedagogy. Critical Thinking Symposium, 29th Annual  
 Convention of the National Collegiate Honors Council, San Antonio, TX. 
Edman, L. (1994). Phi Theta Kappa, honors programs, and scholarships. Invited presentation, Phi Theta Kappa  
 Midwest Regional Conference, Minneapolis, MN. 
Edman, L. (1993). Defining critical thinking: Paradigms from Perry to Paul. 28th Annual Convention of the  
 National Collegiate Honors Council, St. Louis, MO. 
Edman, L. (1993). Teaching critical thinking: An integrated model. 28th Annual Convention of the National  
 Collegiate Honors Council, St. Louis, MO. 
Edman, L. (1993). The nature of Nature:  A literary history of where we have been. Iowa Humanities Board  
 Lectures, Dows, IA, Forest City, IA, and Hazelton, IA. 
Edman, L. (1992). Fostering critical thinking in freshman and sophomores: Overcoming dualism and  
 multiplicity. 27th Annual Convention of the National Collegiate Honors Council, Los Angeles, CA. 
Edman, L., Sierszyn, J., & Hanson, D. (1992-93). Eastern Europe: Societies in transition. Documentary Video. 
Edman, L. (1992). Truth or consequences:  Political correctness and postmodernism. Inquirere Week Keynote  
 Presentation, Waldorf College, Forest City, IA. 
Edman, L. (1992). Robert Bellah and Habits of the Heart: A critique of modern relativism. Voss Memorial Library  
 Lecture Series, Forest City. 
Edman, L. (1990). Inquirere: A model for honors independent study. 26th Annual Convention of the National  
 Collegiate Honors Council, Baltimore, MD. 
Edman, L. (1990). Using the East to teach students about the west. Iowa Council of Teachers of English, Cedar  
 Rapids, IA. 
Edman, L. (1989). The Christian vision of Orson Scott Card. Popular Culture Association National Conference,  
 St. Louis, MO. 
Edman, L. (1989). Salvation in Ender's Wars. Inquirere Week, Waldorf College, Forest City, IA. 

 
WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS: 

 
Edman, L. (2007). Critical thinking, epistemological development, and metacogntion. One-day faculty workshop 
 presented to the faculty of Husson College, Bangor, ME.   
Edman, L. (2006). First year growth and critical thinking.  Opening first-year student lecture, Manchester 

College, North Manchester, IN. 
Edman, L. (2006). Unlearning the culture: Revolutionary thinking.  Opening convocation speech presented to  

the students and faculty of Manchester College, North Manchester, IN. 
Edman, L. (2006). Critical thinking, epistemological development, and metacogntion. One-day faculty workshop 
 presented to the faculty of Manchester College, North Manchester, IN. 
Edman, L. (2006). External evaluation report: The Honors Program of St. Scholastica University, Duluth, MN.   

Report delivered as a result of two-day external evaluation consultation. 
Edman, L. (2005). Are they ready yet? Developmental issues in teaching thinking. Workshop presented at the 
 Society of Teaching Psychology conference, Best Practices in Teaching Critical Thinking Across the 
 Psychology Curriculum, Atlanta, GA. 
Edman, L. (2004). Critical thinking pedagogy and assessment. One-day faculty workshop presented to the 
 faculty of the College of Family and Consumer Science, Iowa State University, Ames, IA. 
Edman, L. (2004). Critical thinking, epistemological development, and metacogntion. One-day faculty workshop 
 presented to the faculty of Northwestern College, Orange City, IA. 
Edman, L. (2002). Teaching and assessing Critical Thinking.  Two day faculty and student workshop, presented  
 to the faculty and students of Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, IL.  
Edman, L. (2002). Teaching and assessing Critical Thinking.  Faculty workshop, presented to the faculty of Iowa  
 State University, Ames, IA. 
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Edman, L. (2002).  Teaching and assessing critical thinking.  Faculty workshops and demonstration, presented to  
 the faculty of Mercer University, Macon, GA. 
Edman, L. (2002). Teaching thinking in the classroom: The state of the art. The 2002 Collaboration for the  
 Advancement of College Teaching and Learning Conference, Bloomington, MN. 
Edman, L. (1998). Teaching and assessing critical thinking. Faculty workshop presented to the faculty of  
 Hillsborough Community College, Tampa, Florida. 
Edman, L. (1996). Teaching honors: Approaches and pedagogy. Faculty workshop presented to the honors  
 faculty at St. Scholastica College, Duluth, MN. 
Edman, L. (1996). Teaching critical thinking across the curriculum. Two-day faculty workshop, Radford  
 University, Radford, VA. 
Edman, L. (1994). Thinking about thinking: Teaching critical thinking across the curriculum. Yearly faculty  
 retreat, Waldorf College, Forest City, IA. 
Edman, L. (1994). The theatrical metaphor: Meaning on stage. Summer conferences planner and presenter,  
 Guthrie Theater, Minneapolis, Minnesota, and the Minnesota Center for Arts Education. 
Edman, L. (1991). Constructivist theory and critical thinking models in teaching. Faculty Retreat Seminar,  
 Waldorf College, Forest City, IA. 

  
DIRECTED STUDENT PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 
McConnel, K, & Edman, L. (2013). Intuitive and counter-intuitive processing of dualist and afterlife beliefs.   
 The 25th Annual Convention of the Association for Psychological Science, Washington, D. C.  
Elton, H., & Edman, L. (2011).  Narcissism, perfectionism, and self-worth: Predictors of eating disorders in  

men and women. The 23rd Annual Convention of the Association of Psychological Science, Washington, 
D.C. 

McCollam, H., & Edman, L. (2011). An acceptance of sexual coercion: Gender, age, sensation seeking, and  
 Narcissism.  The 23rd Annual Convention of the Association of Psychological Science, Washington, D.C.  
Bohr, C., & Edman, L. (2011).  Personality and goal orientation as predictors of critical thinking and  

epistemological beliefs. The 23rd Annual Convention of the Association of Psychological Science, 
Washington, D.C. 

Van Eck, B., Donahoe, A., & Edman, L. (2010). The relationship of time perspective, moral judgment 
 development, and education level.  The 22nd Annual Convention of the Association for Psychological  
 Science, Boston, MA. 
Van Dyke, D., Donahoe, A., & Edman, L. (2010). Relationships between mindfulness, decision-making 
 competence, personality, and epistemological beliefs. The 22nd Annual Convention of the Association 
 for Psychological Science, Boston, MA. 
Connolly, S., & Edman, L. (2009). Student leadership experiences and epistemology, moral development, and 
 sense of vocation. The 21st Annual Convention of the Association for Psychological Science, San 
 Francisco, CA. 
Edman, L. & Posthuma, R. (2009). Epistemology, attachment & spiritual maturity as predictors of emotional 
 intelligence. The 21st Annual Convention of the Association for Psychological Science, San Francisco, 
 CA. 
Haverly, J., & Edman, L. (2009). The effects of age and time perspective on workplace motivational orientations. 
 The 21st Annual Convention of the Association for Psychological Science, San Francisco, CA. 
Edman, L. & Lichter, S. (2008). Contributing factors towards college students’ perceptions of domestic abuse.  
 116th Annual Convention of the American Psychological  Association, Boston, MA. 
Groeneveld, J. E. & Edman, L. (2008). Volunteerism among college aged students. 116th Annual Convention of  
 the American Psychological Association, Boston, MA. 
Griese, M. & Edman, L. (2008). Epistemology and religiosity as predictors of moral reasoning.  The 20 th Annual  
 Convention of the Association for Psychological Science, Chicago, IL. 
Edman, L., & Scott, C. (2007). The relationships among age, epistemological beliefs, scientific misconceptions  

and confidence in faculty and students. The 19th Annual Convention of the Association for 
Psychological Science, Washington, DC. 
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Edman, L., Vander Holt, A., & Feenstra, J. (2007). The affects of cross-cultural experiences on emotional  
 intelligence, spirituality, epistemology, empathy, optimism, and vocational thought. The 19th Annual  
 Convention of the Association for Psychological Science, Washington, DC. 
Gross, C., & Edman, L. (2007).  Epistemology, self-concept, and need for achievement as predictors of academic  

achievement and honors participation. The 19th Annual Convention of the Association for Psychological 
Science, Washington, DC. 

Gordon, A., Edman, L, & Page, M. (2006). Cultural differences in emotional intelligence. 114th Annual  
 Convention of the American Psychological Association, New Orleans, LA. 
Edman, L. & Engelkes, K. (2004). Conscientiousness predicts coping responses in implantable cardioverter 
 defibrillators. The 16th Annual Convention of the American Psychological Society, Chicago, IL.  
Edman, L. & Harding, B. (2004). Level of emotional intelligence predicts ability to elicit self-disclosure. The 16th 

 Annual Convention of the American Psychological Society, Chicago, IL.  

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 

 
Northwestern College: 

General psychology; Research Design and Statistics; Advanced Research Design and Statistics; History and 
Systems of Psychology; Psychology, Faith, and Values (senior capstone course); Senior research theses; 
Industrial/ Organizational Psychology; Introduction to Clinical Psychology; Learning and Cognition; The 
Psychology of Religion; The Psychology of Prayer and Worship; Problem Solving and Decision Making;  
Helping Skills; Introduction to Christian Liberal Arts; Honors Seminar; First Year Seminar—Honors. 
 

University of Minnesota: 
Upper-division Introduction to Statistics; Educational Psychology; Regression and the General Linear Model 
(T.A.); History and Systems of Psychology. 

 
Luther College: 

Independent Research Projects/Senior Thesis; Introduction to Psychology labs; Paideia (two semester First-year 

English/History course); First-year honors; Sophomore honors; Fiction; Study Skills. 
 
 Waldorf College: 
Introduction to Psychology; Educational Psychology; Introduction to Literature; Dramatic Literature; Freshman 
Composition; Freshman Honors English: The Humanities in Western Civilization; Freshman Composition 
(remedial); Communications I, Composition and Speech; Develop and Administer Honors Program Courses 
and Curriculum, including the oversight of independent studies, directed studies, contract courses, honors 
advising, and honors colloquium; Philosophy 289, Honors Seminars: Issues in Presidential Politics, Genetic 
Engineering, Sexual Values, Crime and Criminals; Administer and teach Philosophy 200, Great Ideas--Freud 
(Honors); Administer and teach Western Civilization (Honors Seminar); Team teach Christianity and Western 
Culture; Team teach Communications II, Literature and Speech. 

 
 PROFESSIONAL SERVICE:  
 
Council of Representatives, The American Psychological Association, 2022--; Executive Board Member-at-Large, 
APA Division 36—The Psychology of Religion and Spirituality, 2017-2020, 2022-; Commission on Theology, 
Reformed Church in America, 2014-2020, Chair, 2016-2019; Upper Midwest Honors Council president, 2003-
2004, Vice-president, 2002-2003; National Collegiate Honors Council Small College Committee, 1996-97; 
National Collegiate Honors Council Teaching and Learning Committee, 1996-1998; National Collegiate Honors 
Council consultant to honors program directors, 1994, 1997; Iowa Humanities Board Speakers Bureau, 1990-99; 
National Collegiate Honors Council Publications Board, 1990-1998; The Guthrie Theater Academic Advisory 
Board, 1994-99; The Upper Midwest Honors Council Executive Governing Board, 1994-96, 1997-99; Christian 
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Faith in the Liberal Arts Study Group, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, 1989-1990;  National Collegiate 
Honors Council consultant to two-year college Honors Programs, 1990. 
 

Northwestern College: 
Academic Innovation Lab, 2018-2019; Faculty Status Committee, 2008-2010, 2011-2016, 2020-; chair, 2014-2016; 
Faculty co-chair, Imagine Campaign, 2007-2008; Psychology Department Chair, 2006-2009; 2011-12; Associate 
Director of Honors, 2005-2011; Admissions, Retention, and Honors Committee, 2004-05; Pedagogy Project 
participant, 2004-2005. 


