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EDUCATION: 

 

1999: PhD: English, University of Notre Dame  

Dissertation: Mapping the Geologic Wilderness:  Science, Nature Writing 

and the American Self. 

Director:  James Dougherty 

Examination Fields: American Literature to 1865, Ninteenth-Century 

British Literature, Critical Theory 

1992: MA:  English, University of Notre Dame 

1989: BA:  English, Honors degree (GPA 3.92), University of Wyoming 

1989: BSc: Geology, Honors degree (GPA 3.92), University of Wyoming 

 
PUBLICATIONS: 

 

Review of Rooted: Seven Midwestern Writers of Place. ISLE 13.1 (Winter 2008): 281-

83 

“Casa Grande, the Ruin of Expectations” Western American Literature 42.3 Fall 2007: 

222-52. 

 “„The Ruins of a Bygone Geologic Empire‟: Clarence King and the Place of the 

Primitive in the Evolution of American Identity.” ATQ Special Issue: Adventure 

and Exploration. New Series 18.3 (Sept. 2004): 179-203. 

Review of Tinkering With Eden: A Natural History of Exotic Species in America. ISLE 

10.1 (Spring 2003): 276-77. 

"Yosemite's Castaway Book: John Muir and the Troubling Geology of Native 

America." Western American Literature 36.1 (Spring 2001): 25-55. 

“Exploring the Linguistic Wilderness of The Maine Woods.” Reading the Earth: New 

Directions in the Study of Literature and the Environment. Ed. Michael P. 

Branch, Rochelle Johnson, Daniel Patterson, and Scott Slovic. U of Idaho P, 

1998. 194-210. 

“Towards a Thesis-based Interpretation”  Legacy: The Magazine for the National 

Association for Interpretation 8.2 (March/April 1997): 14-17. 

Review of Emerson: The Mind on Fire. Religion and Literature 28.1 (Spring 1996): 

145-46. 

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS: 

 

“Uplift and Erosion: The Literary Geology of Colorado” Rocky Mountain National 

Park, Saturday Night in the Park lecture series; August 1, 2009 

“The closing stages of that wonderful period of volcanic action”: The Hayden Survey in 

Yellowstone.” Western American Literature; Boulder, CO; October 2008. 
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“The Origin of the Black Hills: Native Stories and Geologic Narratives” Association for 

the Study of Literature and Environment; Spartanburg, SC; June 2007. 

 “Uplift and Erosion: The Literary Geology of the 19
th

 Century.” Public Lecture 

presented at the Universtiy of Wyoming American Heritage Center; Laramie, 

WY; January, 2007. 

“The Uplift of the Grand Cañon Region: Clarence Dutton‟s Moral Geology” 

Association for the Study of Literature and Environment; Eugene, OR; June 

2005 

“Ancient America at the World‟s Fair” Nineteenth-Century Studies Association, St. 

Louis, MO, March 2004 

“Casa Grande, the Ruin of Our Expectations” Western American Literature Conference, 

Tucson, AZ October 2002 

“The Semiotics of Native American Rock Art” Western American Literature 

Conference, Omaha, NE, October 2001 

"The Tall Grass Whispers: The Voice of the Land in O Pioneers!" Willa Cather and the 

Environmental Imagination, Leid Conference Center, Nebraska City, NE, June 

2000 

“John C. Van Dyke and the Evolution of the Desert Aesthetic,” “Writing Nature Inside 

and Out”  Representing Place, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, 

November 1998. 

“„The Ruins of a Bygone Geologic Empire‟: Clarence King and the Place of the 

Primitive in the Evolution of American Identity.” Association for the Study of 

Literature and the Environment Bi-Annual Conference, University of Montana, 

July 1997. 

 “John Muir and the Geology of Native America” Seventh Annual Conference on 

Wilderness, University of Nevada, Reno, March 1996. 

 “Exploring the Linguistic Wilderness of The Maine Woods"  Association for the Study 

of Literature and the Environment Bi-Annual Conference, Colorado State 

University, June 1995. 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 

 

2006-2009: Associate Professor, Northwestern College 

Supervisor: Adrienne Forgette, Dean of Faculty 

 

1999-2005: Assistant Professor, Northwestern College 

Teaching Responsibilities at Northwestern: "College Writing" "Introduction to 

Literary Study" (both course taught almost every semester) "African American 

Literature" (2000, 2002, 2009) "American Literature I" (2000, 2004, 2008); 

“Native American Literature” (2004, 2008); Native American Rhetoric (2009); 

The Civil War in Literature: Nat Turner to Cold Mountain (2009); History and 

Theory of Rhetoric (2009);Seminar in Interpretation” (2002); Nineteenth 

Century British Literature (2003) Directed Study in History: Women Lighthouse 

Keepers (2003); Directed Studies in English: Mountaineering/Writing (2002); 

Soutwest Indian Literature (2009); Directed Honors Research: Wieland and 

Witchcraft (2005) 

Presentations in other college departments:  “Nat Turner‟s Slave Rebellion” 

American History I, History Department (2008); “Bedrock to Boulders to Dust 
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in the Wind: The Geology of Siouxland” Northwestern Day of Learning in 

Community (2008); “John Mur and the Geology of Native America” Western 

History, History Deparment (2002);  "Wilderness and Ethics in the National 

Park Service" Bioethics, Biology Department (2001); "Stories and a Sense of 

Place," Introduction to Environmental Science; "Geology of the Sioux 

Quartzite," Terra Nova Field Trip; "Geology of the Loess Hills," Biology 

Department retreat, Northwestern College (2000) 

 

1998:  Instructor, University of Notre Dame English Department:  “American 

Nature Writing,” (I prepared and presented a lecture/discussion curriculum that 

viewed nature writing from historical and philosophical perspectives.) 

1998:  Teaching Assistant:  “Theories of Reading” Pew Younger Scholars Summer 

Seminar, University of Notre Dame (I tutored prospective graduate students in 

the principles of critical theory, and assisted them in designing research projects, 

writing abstracts, and structuring seminar papers.) 

1997-98:  Instructor:  “Writing Nature Inside and Out,”  University of Notre Dame 

English Department (I designed and implemented a literature and writing course 

which looked at nature writing from a writer‟s point of view.) 

1995: Teaching Assistant:  “Environmental Psychology,” University of Notre 

Dame Psychology Department (I provided continuity for an interdisciplinary 

course taught by a series of thirteen guest lecturers each of whom addressed 

their disciplines‟ perspective on environmental crises, and assisted students in 

researching and writing term papers.) 

1994:   Instructor:  “Freshman Composition and Literature,” University of Notre 

Dame Freshman Writing Program (Centering the course around the literary 

theme of “Innocence and Experience,” I introduced students to methods of 

analytic writing and the reading of fiction, poetry, and oral literature.) 

1991-1992:  Teaching Assistant, “British Literarary Traditions: 1660 to 1900,” 

University of Notre Dame English Department (I met with students, gave 

occasional lectures, and graded papers and exams.) 

1990: Teaching Assistant: “Igneous and Metamorphic Petrography,” University 

of Wyoming Geology Department (I taught and supervised the lab, designed lab 

exams, graded labwork, and assisted in grading coursework.) 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE AND ACADEMIC SERVICE: 

 

2000-present Advisor, English Department 

2008-2010 Chair, English Department 

2008-2009 Member, Day of Learning in Community Planning Committee 

2004-2006 Chair, Faculty Development Committee 

English Department Secretary 

Coordinator: Departmental Review and Assessment 

2003-2005 Chair, Faculty Development Committee 

English Department Secretary 

2002-2003:  Member, Faculty Development Committee 

  Chair, Academic Resources Committee 

  Faculty Secretary 

English Department Secretary 
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  Faculty Advisor, Outdoor Adventure Club 

2001-2002:  Chair, Student Affairs Committee 

Member, Academic Resourse Committee 

Member, Environmental Studies Work Group 

  Faculty Advisor, Outdoor Adventure Club 

2000-2001: Chair, Student Affairs Committee 

  Faculty Advisor, Outdoor Adventure Club 

  Member, Terra Nova 

1995-96:  Managing Editor, Nineteenth-Century Contexts, University of Notre Dame 

1995-98:  Editorial Staff, Religion and Literature, University of Notre Dame 

1994-96:  Notre Dame English Department Intellectual Concerns Committee 

 
ACADEMIC HONORS: 

 

2006-2007 John Topham and Susan Redd Butler Faculty Fellowship Award. Charles 

Redd Center for Western Studies, Brigham Young University. For research 

project: “Uplift and Erosion: The geological origins of 19
th

-century American 

landscape, culture, and identity.” 

2006-2007: Research Sabbatical, Northwestern College 

2006   University of Wyoming American Heritage Center travel grant ($500) “Uplift 

and Erosion: The geological origins of 19
th

-century American landscape, 

culture, and identity.” 

2005 Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor, Northwestern College 

2004 Summer Scholarship Award, Northwestern College, to write “Casa Grande, the 

Ruin of our Expectations” 

1996-97:  Dissertation Year Fellowship, University of Notre Dame 

1992: Burger Award for Essays in Theatre,  “Sir Nicolas‟ Cabinet: Shadwell‟s The 

Virtuoso and the Study of Mankind.” University of Wyoming Theatre 

Department 

1990-91:  Presidents Fellowship, University of Notre Dame 

1989: Kuehn Arts and Sciences Summer Research Fellowship, for Senior Thesis, "An 

Historical Review of Hayden‟s Geological  Survey of the Territories in 

Wyoming."  University of Wyoming 
 

Other Employment of Note 

Seasonal Interpretive Ranger, National Park Service, employed variously at: Natural 

Bridges National Monument, Theodore Roosevelt National Park, Apostle 

Islands National Lakeshore, Hovenweep National Monument, Cedar Breaks 

National Monument 

 
Community Service: 

 

Captain, Orange City Volunteer Fire Department 

Elder, Alton Presbyterian Church 

 


